SAAH JOSEPH STORY

Saah Joseph is a 27 year old single man who lives in Sierra Leone.  He came to Sierra Leone at the age of 14 in 1990.  He was born and raised up to that point in New Georgia, in East Liberia.  When he was 14 there was a breakout of civil war under the brutal dictatorship of Samuel Doe.  

Saah’s father was a paramount chief in the Samuel Doe administration.  He was a Muslim and had 25 wives.  He was approached by rebel forces opposed to the Samuel Doe administration.  He had been requested to assist them in the overthrow of the Doe regime.  He refused to support the rebellion and was killed to serve as an example.  Saah and his family were then pursued in an effort to extinguish his entire family.  Saah was able to escape and came to a refugee camp in Waterloo in 1990.  He stayed in the refugee camp for 7 years and lived on his own.  He received a UN HCR scholarship and was able to obtain food and some education during that time.  He was able to gain sufficient education that he graduated from high school.  
Another war broke out in 1997 in Sierra Leone.  The rebels attacked the refugee camp at Waterloo.  Saah had lost track of his mother when he left Liberia and did not know where she was.  The walk from Liberia to Sierra Leone took a week and two days.  When the camp was attacked in Sierra Leone he escaped to another camp in Gambia.  He stayed there until 1997 when the government was overthrown.  At that time Saah went to Guinea.  He stayed there until 2000, at which point a conventional war broke out in Guinea.  At that time Charles Taylor was president.  He was self-declared president for life and practiced genocide against the people of Guinea.  Saah left the refugee camp in Guinea and lived off the land.  It was necessary for him to travel at night and he did not travel on any main roads.  
Saah went to the Dakar Refugee Center in 2002.  It was there that he met with a team from Jefferson Baptist Church of Albany, Oregon, who visited the center.  He had not seen his mother, at that time, since 1990.  He shared his story with Doug and Carrie West who are from Jefferson Baptist. They were fascinated by Saah’s story and made efforts to build on this acquaintance.  He did some work for Doug and Carrie and took no pay.  In this relationship Doug became aware that Saah’s mother was still in Sierra Leone. She was in the refugee camp at Freetown.  She had been shot in the side during the war.  He explained the situation to Doug and Carrie who requested funds from JBC for her surgery.  She subsequently received the surgery and recovered well.  She now lives in Buedu, which is a community in the east part of Sierra Leone that borders Liberia.

Saah went to stay with his mother in Buedu in 2002.  He observed that there was no church so he started a work in Buedu in 2002.  He started with a Christmas program for kids.  There was such a tremendous turnout of children for the program that he decided to plant a church.  He then started subsequent churches in Waterloo and Bo, Tiama.
Saah’s conversion.  During his time in the refugee camp in Waterloo Saah was a “royal ambassador” through a ministry of the Southern Baptist Church.  He grew up wanting to be a Muslim and wanted to play professional soccer.  During the time that he was growing up kids would play soccer in exchange for Kool-aid and bread.  He went to a Bible camp that was sponsored by the Southern Baptist Church missionary named John Rippel.  He said, “they gave us Bibles and the New Testament and taught us Bible lessons and stories.”  Saah accepted Christ at the camp when he was 12 years old.  His parents decided not to pay for his school fees because he had converted to Christianity.  The missionaries from the Southern Baptist Ministry, named Lawrence P. Hardy, with the Southern Baptist Church in Atlanta, (New George Baptist Church) sponsored Saah’s schooling and took him into their home.

Saah has a sister in Buedu who is married and has 5 kids.  Saah’s mother has accepted Christ since her operation and was baptized by Pastor Dee.  It has been very difficult for Saah to further his education beyond high school because of the activities in church development and schools.  Saah says that he only depends on God to continue to use him as he is using him now.

